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Eleven Pride of Dakota Companies travel to Cuba

Eleven Pride of Dakota compani eswere among the morethan 200 companiesfrom 32 states participating inthe
United States Food and Agribusiness Exhibition, Sept. 26-30, in Havana, Cuba.

“North Dakotaranked fifth inthe number of companiesand organizationstaking partintheevent,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Roger Johnson. A tota of eight saleswere consummated asaresult of the Show.

The Pride of Dakota companies attending include Dakota Growers Pasta Co., Carrington; Paulson Premium
Seed, Bowman; Superior Grains, Inc., Crosby; Premier PulseInternational, Minot; Earthwise Processors, LLC,
Moorhead, MN; RDO Foods,Grand Forks; North DakotaMill, Grand Forks; RDM Potato Salesof Walhalla;
Peterson Farms, Harwood; Northarvest Bean Association, Frazee, MN; and Land O’ Lakes, Bismarck.

Arrangementsfor the Food Exhibition were made by the North DakotaFarm Bureau. Accompanying Johnson
was Charles Fleming, North Dakota Department of Agriculture marketing coordinator and Lt. Governor Jack
Darylmple, who also is Chairman of Dakota Growers Pastain Carrington. Thefive-day event at the Palacio de
ConvencionesdelaHabanawasauthorized by the Office of Foreign Assets Control of theU.S. Treasury Department.
Inadditionto promoting their products, participants had the opportunity to visit Cuban food production, processing,
retail and transportation facilities.

Johnson said that while Cuba' s poverty precludesmajor purchasesat thistime, it isimportant for North Dakota
companiesto beamongthefirg tovigt theidand nation
and meet with trade officialsand businessleadersthere.
“The companies that went to Cuba will have an
advantagewhen full traderelationsarerestored, asl
believe they soon will be,” Johnson said. “Thisisa
good investment in making contacts and establishing
goodwill relationswith afuturetrading partner.”

TheNorth Dakota Department of Agricultureassisted
the Pride of Dakota companies with costs of
participating in the exhibition. In December
Commissioner Johnson made areturntrip to Havana
where he again met with President Castro and
government export officidstofollow up on s esactivity

from the September exhibition and also promotefuture Agriculture Commissioner Roger Johnson visits
sAes, with Fidel Castro.

Pride of Dakota M embership up 13%

Pride of Dakotamembershipisnow at 360, thelargest number of membersever. That figure comparesto 319 a
year ago. “ The membership continuesto grow because new entrepreneurs seethevalue of the program,” says
Chuck Fleming, Marketing Services Coordinator for the Department. “ The services and opportunitiesthat the
Pride of Dakotaprogram offerscan be very helpful to both new and established businessesin North Dakota.”
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Pride of Dakota Holiday Showcases Break Records

For the second consecutiveyear, the Pride of DakotaHoliday Showcasse have set new participation and attendance
records. Morethan 22,800 peoplevisited aHoliday Showcasethisyear! Thiswasdueinlargepart totheaddition
of the Grand Forks Showcase.

TheMinot Showcasedrew 4,700 peopleon Nov. 9-10; the new Grand Forks Showcase attracted 5,400 customers
on Nov.16-17; and the Fargo Showcase drew 5,800 the following weekend. Some 6,900 people took inthe
Bismarck Showcase on Dec. 7-8. The Fargo crowd was up more than 60 percent from 2001!

We also had great company participation thisyear! Every showcasethisyear was sold out - the Bismarck show
wasfull over amonthinadvance. M orethan 100 Pride of Dakotacompaniesoperated boothsat the Minot, Grand
Forksand Fargo Showcases, and morethan 150 took part in the Bismarck Showcase.

Wewill be setting the datesfor next year’ s shows soon - so keep your eyesonthemail! Andwhen you get your
registration, make sureyou sendit inright away!! We arelooking forward to another successful season.

If you have questions on the showcases, please contact Saraat 701-328-4766.

Companies to Exhibit at
Twin Cities Show

Four companieswill behitting theroad come
January for the 9th annual Twin CitiesFood
& WineExperience. The show takesplace
January 31 -February 2 at the Minneapolis
Convention Center. The companiesthat are
participating are Bonnie'sCountry Classics,
Thunderbird Ranch Enterprises, SunGold
Foodsand Flax USA.

Thisisthenumber onegourmet food andfine
wineshow inthe Midwest. It reachesover
14,000 consumers. Thisshow isaretall show,
but it does attract some wholesale buyers,
restaurantsand more. If you have questions
on this show, please call Saraat 701- 328-
4766.

Companies Attend Natural Products Expo

Marketing Services assisted three companiesin attending the
Natural Products Expo East in Washington D.C., October 3-6,
2002.

The Natural Products Expo East Show is the place to be for
companieslooking to captiaize on oneof thelargest, untapped
marketsin natural productstoday. Thisshow wasaperfect choice
for companieswith naturd and organicfoods, vitaminsand minera
supplements, persond care products, organic non-food products,
specialty foodsand more. Thecompaniesthat participated inthis
show were Earthwise Processing, Hax USA, and SheyenneValey
Processing.

TheNatura Products Expo showsarethelargeset natural product
trade showsin the US. The Natural Products Expo West will
takeplaceinAnaheim CdiforniainMarch. If you havequestions
on this show, please contact Saraat 701-328-4766.

Mentoring Program Sarted for New Members

The North Dakota Department of Agriculture hasinitiated amentoring program which allows new members
accessto information from the seasoned veterans of the Pride of Dakotaprogram. “ Thisisan effort to help young,
emerging bus nesses|earn from the experience of our more mature companies,” Agriculture Commissioner Roger
Johnson said. “We are pleased that 40 companies have volunteered their servicesto help their fellow POD
companies.”

All new companieswill receivealist of the 40 companieswhen they become membersand can select oneor more
of them astheir mentor. Thelisting of companieswill also be available on the North Dakota Department of
Agricultureweb ste—www.agdepartment.com. For moreinformation onthisprogram, please contact Chuck at
701-328-4759. )




ND Receives FSMIP Grant

North Dakotaagriculture producers continueto look for profit
opportunitieson their operations. One avenue being explored
by someiscustomraising dairy heifers. Asthedairy industry
continuesto stream-line, many of thelarger operationsarefarming
out their young animals. They look for somewhereto grow these
heiferswherethey will receive speciaized careonahighforage
affordableration.

After some 40 feedlot manages responded they would be
interested in learning more about this opportunity, Marketing
Services submitted a Federal-State M arketing |mprovement
Program (FSMIP) grant. InAugust, we received the $36,000
grant. Fundswill beused to offset costson heifer recruitment
tours, learning opportunities, promotional material, recruitment
material and adairy heifer handbook.

OnMarch 26, feedlot managersand dairy producerswill head
to Green Bay, WI, to attend the National Dairy Heifer Growers
Association conference. Thisyear’ sconferencethemeis*® Setting
Tomorrow’s Standard.” The conferencewill give producersa
chanceto network with other producersfrom throughout the
nation, and learn from national expertsplannedto present. The
conferencewill runfrom March 27-March 29.

Anyoneinterested in attending thisevent or learning more about
the ND Heifer Project can contact Bobbi at 701-328-4159.

APUC Funds MAP

The Marketing Assistance Program (MAP)
continues to be a popular program in
Marketing Services. Inthelatest go-round of
the Agricultural Product Utilization
Commission, directorsawarded $10,000 for
POD companies looking to expand their
marketsouts dethe stateand national boarders.
MAPwill hdp pay travel andlodging expenses
whileattending approved trade shows.

Trade showsattended by participantsincluded
IAP National Convention, Chicago, Ill;
National Products Expo, All Things Organic,
Austin, TX; National Restaurant Association,
Chicago, Ill; US Food and Agri-Business,
Havana, Cuba; Alimentaria, Barcelona, Spain;
IFT Food Expo, Anaheim, CA; Natural
Products Expo-West, Anaheim, CA; Western
Canada Farm Progress Show, Regina, CAN;
and the Natural Products Expo- East,
Washington, DC.

For moreinformationonMARP vigt our webste
at www.agdepartment.com, under theservices
section, or call Bobbi at 701-328-4159.

Asian Pacific Rim Trade Mission Set for March

AsAsan marketsremain strong, North Dakota companies are gearing up to learn what they can about potential
marketsfor their products. Inacombined effort by Marketing Services and the Commerce Department, North
Dakotacompanieswill betraveling to Japan and South Koreain mid March.

Although not al plansare concrete, the group will visit the FoodEx Show in Makuhair Messe, Japan, on March
11-14; thentravel to the Food & Hotel Show in Seoul, South Korea, on March 18-20.

Japanisoneof the United States|eading importers, last year spending morethan 46 billion US dollarsto feed their
127 million people. The FoodEx Show isthe premier food show in the Pacific Rim Region. Last year 2,311
exhibitorsfrom 74 countriesintroduced productsto more than 90,000 food professionals.

South Koreaisthesixth largest USmarket. Withitspopulation of wealthy, well-educated buyers, SouthKorea's
buying power isworth about 11.4 billion USdollars. The Food & Hotel Korea Show expects about 80,000
buyersfromtheretail, foodservice, hotel and restaurant business.

Food Show Plus! servicesfrom MIATCOwill beavailableat both of these shows. Thisserviceincludestrandation
of material, aninterpreter during the show and scheduled meetingswith buyers. Please call Bobbi at 701-328-
4159 A SAPif your company isinterested in participating in thisexciting trade event.
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Carrington Pride of Dakota Featured on Martha Sewart

Ann Hoffert, owner of Pipestem Creek, hasmade
ittothebigtime! Shegppreared on MarthaStewart
Livingintwo segmentsthat aired November 21
and 29 where shefeatured her wreaths.

Annflewto New York in October tofilmthestory.
Shewas picked up by alimo serviceand takento
theMarthaStewart Living setin Conneticut where
they spent eight hoursonthe set.

“We have had ahuge responsein both onlineand
@ retail orderssincethetelevision segmentsaired,”
Annsaid. Pipestem Creek had a so been featured

Ann Hoffert on the set of Martha Stewart Lving filming a - intheMarthaStewart Living Magazinein 1998.
segment that aired in November. Photo by Vanessa L enz.

Pride of Dakota Member wins National Award

Pos Lock Puller, Inc. of Cooperstown wasrecently recognized by the United States Department of Commerce
for itssuccessful export activity. The Export Achievement Certificateisthefirst oneever issued toaNorth Dakota
company. Only 13 companiesin afive-state areahavereceived thisaward.

Pos Lockspullersare sold throughout Europe and partsof Asia. They are sent to distribution centersin Singapore
and Holland aswell asto many countriesincluding Canada, Mexico, SouthAfrica, and Audtrailia. Thecompany is
currently working with anumber of companiesin RussaandtheU.K.

Pos Lock aso recently achieved the International Organization of Standards 9002: 1994 registration compliance
and hasbeenregistered by Entela, Inc. Quality System Registration Division. Thisisaninternationally recognized
set of standardsthat contains elementsfor ensuring quality productsor services, continuousimprovement and
customer satisfaction.

Pos Lock Puller, Inc. wasfounded in 1978 and isowned by Dean and Peggy Somerville. Pos Lock isalongtime
member of Pride of Dakota.

Norsk Hostfest a Success

Pride of Dakotatook the* DakotaStore” back tothe Norsk Hostfest for thethird year. The Norsk Hostfest took
place October 9-12 at the All SeasonsArenain Minot.

TheDakotaStoreisan8' x 20’ gift shopfilled with Pride of Dakotaproducts. The Department worked with Gifts
Dakota Styleto managethe store. Thisyear 30 companiesparticipated in thisevent by having their productsinthe
store. Salesat thisyear’sevent increased from last year’ sshow.

Thisisagreat opportunity for our Pride of Dakotacompanies. The Norsk Hostfest drawsover 50,000 people
fromal over theworld. Wewill berecruiting for next year’ sshow in May. If you have any questionsonthisevent,
please contact Saraat 701-328-4766.
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Minneapolis Gift Mart Set for March
Ninecompanieswill bemaking thejourney onceagaintotheMinnegpolis
Gift Show. Thespring Minneapolis Gift Show takes place Saturday,
March 8- Tuesday, March 11, 2003 at the Radisson Hotel in
Bloomington.

TheMinnegpolisGift Martisawhol esal e permanent showroom facility
featuring over 6,000 lines of gift and accessory merchandisein 160
showrooms. Inadditionto the permnanent showrooms, duringtheMarch
and August markets, temporary boothsare set up at the Radisson Hotel.
Therearean additional 1,000 linesof merchandisein 150 booths. The
Department has sponsored aPride of Dakotaroom at the last seven
shows. TheAugust show was asuccesswith our companiesmaking
numerous sales and great sales contacts. Buyersfor thisshow come
fromall over theregion.

Thecompaniesthat are participatinginthe March show are: Thunderbird
Ranch, Dakota Free Products, Bonnie's Country Classics, Heavenly
Scents, Plastics Plus, Candldight Cottage, Flax USA, Mable' sTaste of
Home, and Barbara Stitzer Photography.

shopnd.com Sales Soar

Shop nd.comishitting record salesin
2002, reaching atotd of $116,000! This
comparesto $40,000in sdesintheyear
2000 and $9,466 in 1999.

In 1999 shopnd.com was created by
the North Dakota Department of
Agriculture for Pride of Dakota
companies to learn about internet
marketing and to become part of the
e-commerce movement. At that time,
few Prideof Dakotacompanieshad any
I nternet experience and the Department
of Agriculturefelt much could belearned
by exposing them to thisnew medium.
Federal and state grant moneyswere
found that hel ped built and maintained
thesitethroughout itsearly days.

. Dacotah Clayworks
Welcome New Pride of Dakota Members Hebron

Badlands Brew Coffee Bar Wil dest Rice Company Children Heard Dakota Territory Buffalo
Dickinson Fargo Bismarck Mandan
CandlesUnlimited Aquatic Delites Dakota Pride Cooperative Designs by Delores
Crete Bismarck Jamestown Bowman
Debi Rogersé& SueBicknell Bouquets by Kate LHS sCrafts Forever Gardens by Nan
Mandan Driscoll Bismarck Minot
Earthwise Processors Hax USA Liberty Snacks Friesen Country Shops
Fargo Goodrich Carrington Park River
Holmgren'sThin Bread & Bakery L ongview Fibre Company Pulse USA Glenda's Handmade Soap
Kulm Grand Forks Bismarck Bismarck
Impressions of Beauty PureBliss Anut Cece'sCookieCastle  KC Designs
Fargo Bismarck Gackle Lemmon
Just Take the Penalty SewBiz Barth’s Farm Fresh Garden Maple River Winery
TurtleLake Bismarck Bismarck Casselton
LHLogs Bachmeier Pottery & Sculpture  Harvest Gardens Peterson Farm Seed
Wishek Fargo Ellendale Harwood
North Central Elevator Ross Books Barbara Stitzer Photography ~ Premier Pulsesint’|
Munich Minot Minot Minto
R& CBisonware Ceramics Ashley Super Valu Bricon Spit Weasel Productions
Hebron Ashley Lankin Bismarck
TJ's Soapworks RMD Potato Sales RDO Foods Valley Star Books
Douglas Walhalla Grand Forks Dickinson




Wholesale Gift Show Set for February

Plan now for the sixth annua Pride of DakotaWholesale Gift Show Monday,
February 24 at the RamkotaHotel in Bismarck.

Thisshow targetswholesal e buyersfrom gift shopsand tourist attractionsinthe
region. We are getting ready to send pre-invitationsto over 500 buyersfrom
North Dakotaand acrosstheregion. Thisisagreat opportunity for companies
who want to get their productsinto new storesfor those companieswho are
considering thewholesalemarket. 1f youwould likemoreinformation onthis
show, contact Saraat 701-328-4766.

Marketing Calendar

January 16 Marketplace of Ideas, Grand Forks

February 24 Pride of Dakota Wholesale Gift Show, Bismarck
March 8-11 MinneapolisGift Mart, Minneapolis

March 11-14 FoodEx Show in Makuhair Messe, Japan

March 17 Pride of Dakota Seminar, Bismarck

March 17 Pride of Dakota Legidlative Social, Bismarck
March 18-20 Food & Hotel Show in Seoul, South Korea
March 25 Pride of Dakota School Lunch Day
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