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Another very successful Taste of Dakota event hit
Bismarck onApril 26. Thenew Dan's Supermarket Store
innorth Bismarck hosted thisexciting event.

Morethan 20 Pride of Dakotafood companiesparticipated
by sharing samplesof their productswith the morethan
3000 customersat Dan’s Supermarket throughout the day.
The customerswere anxiousto samplethe productsthat
aremaderight herein North Dakota.

“Taste of Dakotagivesconsumersagreat opportunity to
seethequality of productsthat our state hasto offer and
achanceto visit with the people who make those products,” said Agriculture Commissioner Roger Johnson.
“Customersaways enjoy meeting the peoplewho produce our food.”

Terry Dammel of Rolling Hills servesasampleto acustomer.

Thoseinvolvedin Taste of Dakotawerevery pleased withtheresults. The staff at Dan’s Supermarket was very
happy to host the event and would like to continueto support Pride of Dakotaand itseventsin thefuture.

North Dakota Food Products Served to 78,000 Sudents

Agyriculture Commissioner Roger Johnson called the 2™ annual Pride of Dakota School Lunch Day on March 25th
a“ great success’” with over 280 school srepresenting 78,000 students partici pating. Thisisthe second year that
thisevent hasbeen held in conjunction with Pride of Dakotamonth.

L ocdl schoolsparticipated by preparing menusfesaturing North Dakotafood products. The North DakotaDepartment
of Public Instruction provided sample menusfor local school lunch administrators.

A North Dakotalabe scavenger contest washeld thisyear with students collecting food itemswith North Dakota
labels. The state wide winner was Pete Murtaugh’s 6™ grade e ementary classat Rugby. They collected awhopping
2,634 abds. Second placewent to Lynn Neutz's 5" grade classin Hazelton.

Schoolsacrossthe state participated in avariety of activitiesincluding bread making in abag, aPride of Dakota
school lunch geography activity, making place matsfeaturing North Dakotagrown foods, and drawing and coloring
thefood pyramid.

The event isintended to focus on the emerging food industry in North Dakotaand to encourage local school
digtrictstoincludeloca food productson their menus.
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Don’'t Miss Pride of Dakota Day Marketing Calendar

Let'sgotothefair! TheNorth DakotaState Fair | July 21 Prideof DakotaDay, ND State Fair

will take place July 18-26, 2003 in Minot. Minot, ND

Monday, July 21, marksthe 15th annual Pride of

DakotaDay at thefair. August 9-12 MinnegpolisGift Mart (UMAGA)
Bloomington, MN

Thiseventisfreefor memberd Youwill beableto
sall your productsfrom 11 am. - 5p.m. under the | September 15-18 SIAL

big tent at the south end of the fairgrounds. We Riode Janeiro, Brazil

will again be serving alunch for $1.00. Weare

aso planning other activitiesto help maketheday | October 8-11 Norsk Hostfest

ahuge success! Minot, ND

Last year’sevent attracted over 1,000 peoplefor | November 8-9 Minot Holiday Showcase

the lunch alone, that isn't even taking into
consi deration the shopperswho stopped at thetent | November 15-16 Grand Forks Holiday Showcase
intheafternoon! You don'twant tomissthisexciting
day! If you haveany questionsonthisevent, call | November 22-23 Fargo Holiday Showcase
Sara at (701) 328-4766 or e-mail
sawagner@state.nd.us. Wehopetoseeyoutherel | December 6-7 Bismarck Holiday Showcase

Minneapolis Gift Mart Continues to be a Success for Pride of Dakota Members

The Department of Agriculture sponsored
its 9th Pride of Dakota showroom at the
spring 2003 Minneapolis Gift Mart on
March 8-11. Nine Pride of Dakota
companieswererepresented at thisshow.
Companiescameaway with new salesand
vauable contactsfor buyersfromall over
theregion.

Companies that participated were:
Thunderbird Ranch Enterprises, Ray;
DakotaFree Products, Wildrose; Bonni€'s
Country Classics, Fargo; Heavenly Scents,
Menoken; Plastics Plus, Bismarck;
Candldight Cottage, Chasdey; Flax USA,

Goodrich; Mable'sTasteof Home, Fargo;  participantsin the Pride of Dakota Room are Sporting “Noodlewear Designs’.
and Noodlewear Designs, Bismarck.

TheMinneapolisGift Mart isawhol esale showroom facility that featuresover 6,000 linesof gift and accessory
merchandisein 160 showrooms. Inadditiontotheir permanent showrooms, during theAugust and March markets,
temporary boothsare set up at the Radisson Hotel South.

Pride of Daktoaisonce again sponsoring the Pride of Dakotashowroom at the August market, which takesplace
August, 9-12. If you have questions on this show, please call Sara at (701) 328-4766 or e-mail
sawagher @state.nd.us. 5




Dakota Store Set for
the Norsk Hostfest

We are taking the Dakota
Store back to the Norsk
Hostfest!

The Dakota Storeisan 8 x
20 gift shopfilledwith Pride
of Dakotaproducts. Last year
over 30 companies had
productsin the Dakota Store.
Sales from this event keep
increasing eech year!

Thisyear’sevent takesplace
October 8-11 at the All
SeasonsArenain Minot. We
are again working with Gifts
DakotaStyleto runthestore.
If you have any questionson
thisevent, pleasecall Saraat
(701) 328-4766 or e-mail
ogtate.nd.us.

L eft to right:Weston Dvorack, Holly Cline and Jan Topp

Wholesale Gift Show Attracts New Buyers

This year’s wholesale
gift show topped them
dl!

The Pride of Dakota
Wholesale Gift Show
washeld February 24 at
the Ramkota Hotel in
Bismarck. Thiswasthe
best wholesdegift show
that hasbeenhdd sofar.

The number of buyers * W)

who attended Was  gadiands Brew servesup some coffee to apotentlal buyer.
higher thanin previous

years. The company turnout was also good this year with 45 companies
pariticpating.
Theplanfor next year’sshow isto hold the show towardsthe end of February in

Bismarck. If you have any questionsonthisshow, call Saraat (701) 328-4766
or email sawagner@state.nd.us.

icipants Attend AFIA EXPO 03

North Dakotawaswell represented by variousfeed groups
at thisyear’sAmerican Feed Industry Association (AFIA)
Expo03' inMinnegpolis, MN. Thisisthelargest anima feed
show inthe United States, and the show attractsbuyersand
companiesin everything from feedsto process ng equipmen.

Attending the show was Jan Topp, AmeriFlax; Weston
Dvorack, ND Barley Council, and Holly Cline, ND Dry Pea
and Lentil and ND CanolaGrowers. Marketing Specialist
Bobbi Talmadge accompanied the group.

Burrrrr Green Bay

Seventeen North Dakota producers and industry professiona attended the Professional Dairy Heifer Growers
Association national conventionin Green Bay, WI, on March 27-29. Thiswasthelargest convention to datewith
over 350 attendees. Once again, apopular event wasthefarmtours. Thisyear thetourswere sold out when 6 bus
loads of participants pulled away from the curb. Throughout the conference, attendeesareabletolistentoand
network with thetop dairy heifer growersand university researchersin the nation.

North Dakota producers had most of their expensesreimbursed with the help of our Dairy Heifer Devel opment
USDA-FSMIPgrant. Next years conventionisstated for Marchin Roanoke,Virginia. For moreinformationon
thisevent pleasecall Bobbi at (701) 328-4159 or e-mail at btal madg@state.nd.us.
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Pacific Rim - Mission Complete
Japan - With the help of a$25,000 APUC grant for international
trade, North Dakota made a good impression on foreign buyers
oversees. Six companies, Marketing Specialist Bobbi TaAmadge, and
APUC adminigtrator John Schneider madethetrek to the Pacific Rim.

Thefirst show FOODEX 03 washeld outside of Tokyo at the Makahri
Messe Convention Center. Thefour ND companiesexhibiting there
wereND Mill, DakotaPride Cooperative, Safflower Technologies
and Earthwise Processing.

Thetota attendancefor thisfour day show wasover 98,000. There
was a strong demand for US products at this show, and the North
Dakotacompanieswere no exception. There continuesto beastrong
market for the organic and non-GMO products.

All ND companiesused the Foodshow Plus Servicethrough MIATCO.
Includedinthat isinterpretation of company materia prior totheshow, = o |

abriefing fromtheAgricultura Trade Organization Post | ocated in Jagpan, _Jerry Bergman visits with buyersat the
aniinterpreter for the show, and buyer alerts sent to prospectivebuyers. Foopex show in Japan.

Our ND companiestook the opportunity at the show to meet with current buyers, aswell asfind new prospective
clients.

Korea- Thiswasthefirst year the managing company “ Food and Hotel” managed the Koreashow. Therewere
about 4,500 attending thisthree-day show. Attending from North DakotawasND Mill, DakotaPride Cooperative,
Dahlgrensand Company, Inc, and SB& B Foods.

I n addition tothe other Food Show Plussarvices, therewere
facetoface buyer meetingsat thisshow.

Thisshow was much smaller than the Japanese show, but
the attendees were clearly buyers. The North Dakota
boothsweretwo of thebusiest at the show sincethereisa
strong demand for the cropsweraise, including organic
and non-GMO products.

Thecompaniesthat attended these shows continuetofollow
up on theleadsthey received. In both the Japanese and
K orean market, rel ationshipsarevery important, and some
timesit takesyears of talks before abusinesstransaction
will happen. Despite this, one company has already
reported a$75,000 transaction resulting directly from one

of these shows. From left toright: Bob Sinner, Bobbi Talmadge, Prairie Topp,
and Scott Sinner.

Marketing Service hopesto bring compani esto these shows again next year. Thoseinterested in attending either
of them, or learning more about the these markets may contact Bobbi at 701-328-4159 or e-mail her at
btalmadg@state.nd.us. A




Foreign Visitors Venture to North Dakota
Nuffield Group - The North Dakota Department of Agriculture hosted 11 foreign visitorsinApril. Thevisiting
farmerswere part of the Nuffield Farming Scholarshipsprogram, which providesfarmersfromAustraia, Canada,
France, thelrish Republic, New Zed and, the United Kingdom and Zimbabwe with the opportunity for extensive
foreigntravel tolearn more about agricultural production and agricultura policiesin other countries.

Thegroup visiting North Dakotaincluded cattle and sheep producers, grain, vegetabl e, sugarcane and cotton
farmers. Of uniqueinterest, wasamorphine producer from Tasmania. All of theforeignvisitorsare actively
involvedinfarming or ranching.

I naddition to meeting with the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, theforeign visitorsmet with I nternational
Certification Servicesat Medinaand theAgriculture Research Sation a Mandan. Thegroup aso had theopportunity
tovist withloca dairy and cattle producers.

The Russians - The North Dakota Department of
Agriculturewasthe businesshost for ten Russianswho
visited the Bismarck areaunder aUS State Department
Productivity Enhancement Program. Marketing
Coordinator Chuck Fleming made arrangementsfor the
grouptovisit over 15farmand agri-businessesinwestern
North Dakota. Thegroup wasinthearea fromApril 25-
May 7.

Commissioner Roger Johnson met with the group and

discussed USaariculturepolicv aswell asthefunctions ~ Feedlot stop - the group visits Missouir River Feedersin
rtment of Oliver County.

“of thedel egation expressed aninterest in purchasing 10,000 metrictons
-3 manages and arrangementswere madeto meet North Dakotasuppliers.

" New Pride of Dakota Members

3y Specialty Foods ND Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center
1d Forks Washburn
- s Ceramics & Baskets Paws 4 Treats
- ad Bismarck

Becky’'s Plants & Flowers PaulaWinskye The Store at the Great Plains Art Museum
Fingd Sheyenne Fargo
H & M Inc. gmCrestions E & S Crafts
Harvey Minot Fargo
House of Mulciber SkandiaMillsLLC Framed Nature
Fargo Valley City Drayton
Kuchen Kitchen Uptown Country Mfg Hanson Grain Farms Inc
Mandan Williston Turtle Lake
Noodlewear Designs Rose of Sharon Glass The Craft House
Bismarck York Jamestown




Making Market Connections in Chicago

Marketing Services again sponsored North Dakotafood companiesto the
AmericanFood Fair, hddin conjunctionwiththeNationd Restaurant Associaion
inChicago, I, onMay 16-20. Baker Boy, Dickinson, again displayed at the
show with two new comers, American Honey, Hettinger, and Maple River
Winery, Casselton.

Thisisthelargest restaurant show in the country with nearly 2,000 companies
exhibiting and boasting over 75,000 visitors. In addition to the show, there
wereavariety of classesavail able covering everything from management to
marketing. Thisyear’sevent speaker wasformer New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani.

ThiswasaMIATCO sponsored show, which hosted over 30 foreign buyers
from Central America, the Caribbean, Korea, Japan, China, and Thailand.
Food companieswere ableto have one-on-one meetingswith different buyers
throughout theweek. Also, as aMIATCO event, first time participantsare
eligiblefor branding fundsto assist with show expenses.

For moreinformation on this show, please contact Bobbi Talmadgeat (701)
328-4159 or e-mail at btalmadg@state.nd.us.
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